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The Process of Supporting Persons with
Disabilities through Agricultural Work:

Practices of Staff at Continuous Employment Support Centers
Satoko IIBA*

The purpose of this study is to clarify the process by which staff at continuous
employment support centers assists persons with disabilities through agricultural work.
The interview data were analyzed using a modified grounded theory approach. This
resulted in the generation of 28 concepts, 4 subcategories, and 7 categories. The process
by which staff supports the employment of persons with disabilities through agricultural
work begins with [Supporting the Expansion of Agricultural Roles]. Staff then advance
[Transition to Independent Workers] and [Cultivating Adaptability through Farm
Work] while employing [Various Encouragement Methods]. Subsequently, staff guides
persons with disabilities to fulfill responsibilities as community members. These sup-
port actions progress alongside [Deepening Relationships] between staff, persons with
disabilities, and their families. Furthermore, while recognizing the uncertainties and
risks of failure inherent in agriculture, staff entrust tasks to individuals with disabili-
ties. This suggests that staff's acceptance of ambiguity is crucial in placing that trust.
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